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Hutan paya gambut di Malaysia
terbentuk antara 4,000 dan 5,000
tahun lalu. Data Jabatan Perhu-
tanan M i

lung-julung (Tomistorna schlege-
lif).

Hutan paya gambut mempunyai
beberapa rangkaian fungsi dan
perkhidmatan ekosistem penting
dalam menjamin  kelangsungan
Thidup manusia dan kesejahteraan
alam.

Perkhidmatan ekosistem men-
jelaskan dari segi komponen Ke-
sejahteraan hidup yang dinikmati
melalui sumbangan secara lang-
sung dan tidak langsung daripada
kawasan hutan pava gambut.

Umumnya, terdapat 22 jenis per-

Semenanjung  Malay
(JPSM) pada 2017, mengesahkan
ia berkeluasan 253.45 ribu hektar
daripada keseluruhan 4.41 juta
hektar keluasan Hutan Simpanan
Kekal (HSK) Semenanjung Mala-
ysia.

Di Semenanjung, hutan jenis ini
hanya ditemui di Selangor Pa
hang, Johor serta Terengganu,
malah dianggap mempunyai spe-
sies tumbuhan spesifik. Malah,
hanya 24 spesies pokok daripada
18 famili terhad secara eksklusif
dijumpai di hutan paya gambut
ini.

Ekosistem ini juga menjadi tem-
pat pembiakan beberapa jenis
ikan air tawar hilir sungai ber-
nilai komersial. Kajian menmum-
jukkan ia menyediakan habitat
perlindungan beberapa spesis rep-
tilia terancam seperti buaya ju-

dikenal pas-
ti, terbahagi kepada empat ka-
tegori, iaitu perkhidmatan pem-
bekalan, kawalan, habitat atau so-
kongan dan kebudayaan dan ke-
mudahan.

Walaupun berperanan penting,
ekosistem paya gambut sering ti-
dak dihargai. Litupan paya gam-
but hanya tiga peratus daripada
keseluruhan permukaan bumi,
namun ia bertanggungjawab me-
nyerap dua kali ganda karbon
ilipksida berbanding hutan jenis
ain.

Justeru, keupayaan hutan ini
menyerap karbon dioksida mem-
bantu menstabilkan iklim dengan
memperlahankan proses pemana-
san global.

Dua dekad mutakhir, hutan pa-
ya gambut menerima kesan da-
ripada kegiatan manusia melalui

pembangunan tebus guna dan sa-
liran. Ia mengakibatkan pelbagai
kesan buruk kepada keutuhan ke-
seluruhan ekosistem hutan.

Natijahnya, ekosistern hutan
paya gambut terus musnah atau
lenyap akibat ‘dikorbankan’ se-
cara berterusan untuk memberi
laluan kepada pelbagai bentuk
pembangunan. Semakin bertam-
bah kehendak ekonomi, semakin
meningkatnya tekanan untuk
membuka dan menebus guna hu-
tan ini.

Di Malaysia dan Indonesia, ju-
taan hektar tanah paya gambut
diteroka dan dieksploitasi meluas,
terutama oleh sektor pertanian.
Di Asia Tenggara, 13 juta hektar
hutan paya gambut dibersihkan
untuk pertanian dan agro-perhu-
tanan dengan lebih 2 juta hektar
untuk tanaman kelapa sawit.

Antara projek besar-besaran
membabitkan pembukaan jutaan
tanah paya gambut ialah Projek
Mega Satu Milion Padi di Kali-
mantan Tengah pada 1995. Me-
laluinya, seluas 1.46 juta hektar
kawasan paya gambut dibersih-
kan dan 4,618 kilometer (ki) parit
serta tali air selebar lima meter
digali.

Kegagalan projek ini menjejas-
kan kehidupan masyarakat tem-
patan, sekali gus menghapus tum-
buhan dan hidupan liar yang se-
bahagiannya belum pernah diin-

ventori serta melupuskan semua
simpanan bijian yang ada dalam
ekosistem berkenaan.

Situasi terkini menunjukkan
hutan paya gambut terus dian-
cam. Terkini, terdapat ura-ura ke-
rajaan Selangor untuk menyah-
wartakan antara hutan paya gam-
but penting, iaitu Hutan Simpan
(HS) Kuala Langat Utara daripada
senarai HSK untuk memberi la-
luan kepada pembangunan.

Hutan Simpanan ialah hutan
paya gambut dan hutan tanah pa-
mah serta menjadi baki HSK da-
hulu yvang sebahagian besarnya
dinyahwarta dan ditukar guna ta-
nahnya bagi tujuan pembangu-
nan sejak lebih 50 tahumn.

Hutan Simpan Kuala Langat
Utara ialah kawasan penting pe-
muliharaan kepelbagaian biologi
dengan menyokong beberapa ke-
hidupan spesies jarang ditemui
seperti beruang matahari, tupai
terbang terkecil Selangor dan
ikan laga merah Langat.

Selain itu, HSK juga berpera-
nan sebagai habitat beberapa spe-
sies dipterokarp yang mempunyai
status “terancam Kritikal' dan ‘te-
rancam’. Jika cadangan itu men-
jadi realiti, sudah pasti akan men-
gecilkan lagi keluasan HSK di Se-
langor dan Kuala Langat Khusus-
nya.

Perlu ditegaskan, kebanyakan
projek pembangunan dilaksana-

kan di hutan paya gambut men-
jejaskan integriti dan kestabilan
ekosistem serta meninggalkan ke-
musnahan yang tidak sedikit.

Walaupun tidak menyalahi un-
dang-undang (berdasarkan Perka-
ra 74(2) Perlembagaan Perseku-
tuan), cadangan penyahwartaan
Hutan Simpan itu tidak selari pe-
rancangan kerajaan negeri dalam
Rancangan Struktur Negeri 2035
untuk mengekalkan 32 peratus ka-
wasan hutan di Selangor.

Ia juga tidak selari matlamat
dan objektif JPSM mewartakan
atau mengekalkan kawasan HSK
di Semenanjung Malaysia seluas
lima juta hektar menjelang 2020.

Janganlah kita menyesal kemu-
dian hari apabila kenaifan me-
musnahkan hutan paya gambut
yang ternyata mempunyai pelba-
gai fungsi dan kepentingan.

Justeru, penggubal dasar pe-
rancang dan pelaksana pemba-
ngunan harus mengarusperdana-
kan keperluan mengekalkan hu-
tan ini dengan mengintegrasikan
prinsip pemuliharaan ke dalam
dasar, pelan dan program aktiviti
ekonomi dan pembangunan ne-
gara.

Sudah sampai masanya pende-
katan pemuliharaan alam sekitar
dan pembangunan disepadukan
dan diselaraskan pelaksanaannya
bagi kang K han
berterusan hutan ini.
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Orang asli

Hantar memorandum
bantah cadangan mansuh
hutan simpan

Oleh ASYRAF MUHAMMAD

SHAH ALAM

ira-kira 300 masyarakat
orang asli yang tinggal

berhampiran Hutan
Simpan Kuala Langat
Utara membuat bantahan di

Bangunan Sultan Salehuddin Abdul
Aziz Shah (SSAAS) semalam
berhubung cadangan memansuhkan
status Hutan Simpan Kuala Langat
Utara.

Satu  memorandum turut
disampaikan kepada Setiausaha Politik
Menteri Besar Selangor, Borhan Aman
Shah.

Ketua Kampung Pulau Kempas,
Bukit Cheeding dan Bukit Kecil,
Rahman Pahat berkata, cadangan
memansuhkan status hutan itu hanya

|
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ArticleSize 349 cm? ey
AdValue RM 7,399 w :m
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Rahman (dua dari | ) y

andum

buat bantahan

da Borhan (k ) di Bangunan SSAAS,

Shah Alam semalam.

akan memberi kesan kepada penduduk
orang asli yang telah menetap di
kawasan itu sejak tahun 1845.
Menurutnya, memorandum ban-
tahan yang dihantar itu melibatkan tiga
pertubuhan bukan kerajaan (NGO) dan
enam ketua kampung orang asli.

“Kami berharap agar menteri
besar dapat mempertimbangkan
bantahan kami ini kerana hutan
simpan itu menjadi sumber
rezeki kami untuk mencari
herba dan pendapatan harian,”
katanya selepas menyerahkan
memorandum  bantahan
berkenaan di Bangunan SSAAS
di sini semalam.

Sementara itu, Borhan ketika
ditemui media berkata, kerajaan
negeri sentiasa membuka ruang
kepada seluruh masyarakat bagi

menyuarakan pandangan dan cadangan
masing-masing berhubung isu itu.

Katanya, cadangan dan bantahan
yang diterima akan diangkat semula
oleh kerajaan negeri untuk dibincang-
kan dengan lebih lanjut.

Sebelum ini, Menteri Air, Tanah
dan Sumber Asli, Dr A Xavier
Jayakumar turut menyuarakan
bantahan terhadap cadangan nyahwarta
Hutan Simpan Kuala Langat Utara
yang bertentangan dengan hasrat
kerajaan Pusat untuk memelihara
hutan simpan.

Bantahan turut disuarakan oleh
Pertubuhan Pelindung Khazanah
Alam Malaysia (Peka) kerana hutan
itu kaya dengan sumber biodiversiti
unik termasuk spesies tupai pygmy
yang hanya boleh ditemui di kawasan
berkenaan.
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gives night market

traders until

Feb 29 to move

to new site in

Bandar Baru Bangi

>3

By VUENTHI NAIR
vijenthi@thestar.com.my

ALL night market traders at
Taman Persiaran Bangi must relo-
cate to the newly built Laman
Niaga Komuniti in Bangi, which is
about 1km away by Feb 29.

Kajang Municipal Council (MPKj)
president Datuk Rosli Othman said’
it spent RM1mil to build a proper
trading site which had 600 lots and
200 parking bays at Section 16,
Bandar Baru Bangi, Selangor.

“The new site has more than
enough room to accommodate the
over 100 registered traders at the
night market who operate at
Taman Persiaran Bangi every
Tuesday and Saturday.

“By relocating to Laman Niaga
Komuniti, the stalls will not
obstruct traffic or cause congestion
which is happening at the current
site where stalls take over residen-
tial roads.

“There was a lot of resistance
from the traders when our enforce-
ment officers tried to convince
them to relocate to the new site on
Feb 25,” he said.

Rosli said that the traders were
concerned of poor business at the
new site.

“With any relocation, business

Feb 29 ultimatum for
night market traders

MPKj orders those operating at Taman Persiaran
Bangi to relocate to new site 1km away

may be slow for a few nights but it
is bound to pick up once people are
aware of the new site.

“We have received many com-
plaints from the public about traffic
congestion and cleanliness at the
current site for years.

“All these problems will be
addressed if the traders can cooper-
ate and move to the new place
which is more spacious and clean,”
he said, after the full board meeting
at Menara MPKj, Kajang.

It is learned that the night mar-
ket has more than 400 traders,
although only about 100 were regis-
tered.

A source from MPKj claimed that
the night market organiser was

instigating traders not to move to
Laman Niaga Komuniti as they
would be paying rent to MPKj.

With regards to the state’s efforts
in regulating the collection of 20sen
for a plastic bag, Rosli said MPKj
had issued over 1,000 notices to
establishments but had only
received feedback from eight of
them.

“We are supposed to have started
collecting the monies from January
whereby 40% will be kept by the
council for green initiatives and the
rest paid to the state quarterly.

“Establishments can opt to pay us
monthly or every three months.

“If response from the establish-
ment continues to be poor, we have

to look at other ways to collect the
plastic bag charges.

“The establishments that have
registered with us will be given a
certificate to be displayed at the
checkout counter,” he said.

On dengue, Rosli said the situa-
tion was under control but hoped
that the people would play an
active role by taking part in got-
ong-royong activities.

“Response from most neighbour-
hoods was discouraging. Only
about 15% of residents turn up.

“There were 1,851 cases as of Feb
22 and no deaths. There are 23 hot-
spots, seven in Kajang, nine is
Sungai Ramal, one in Balakong, and
six in Semenyih,” he said.
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bet igght — Photo courtesy of MPK

MPK plays mediator for
neighbours at Ioggerheads

It says singing loudly and slamming doors among common complaints

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
LCOmLmy

neimbwn
IDdsL’d\ArithKl&ﬂ;Mmlﬁpnl
Council (MPK),

Amaong the neighbourly
ments, boundary issues are the

known complaints with
MPKin the of getting help to
solwmepmm 2

The com; often received
by the council include

neighbours singing too loud, dis-
mnﬁngmhmshlnanomer!bh
{Umbanslngut’dmmm
ne-}ghbotu'swerhedgetnspﬂe
Camplmun[mlsmmmm
nnlcnmrnoninﬂwpmhulmx
a&e"m"“"mﬂ“‘“ g
rts over when residents for
K Complaints Unit redress. i
ha lmi‘;lgsmu%i:: atmwmﬂ:wmm}rmn
ve nel t
residents these days, preferred to -4 4 and 109 cases in 2018,
their annoyance (with their “In 2019, the complaints more
neighbour) to the local authority than doubled to 233 cases.
hoping for some form of mediation » ; i “Sometimes, the nature of a case
in the issue. is with loissmmchas
“We had a few cases of women Norfiza says complainants must Aziana says cases of neighbours unbearable noise with
singing too loudly. At times what s produce their MyKad to ensure the  having issues with each other the door repeal dugm
music to our ears, may irritate our - complaint is genuine and no ficti- doubled up in 2019 compared to haﬁu
ur. tious names can be used in the form. 2018. some neighbours deliberate-
“The com t was about some- lyamheﬂnwuhvdsuufmﬂmr
one singing at odd hours. noise they make within the con- In some cases, residents resort to  resident because of discontent
But, the matter has been settled fines of their home affects others, MPK as a means of advancing an amaong them.
now,” she said. wpedn]lymoselimglntmce argument or to intimidate their “In these kind of cases, we have
She added that people were often issued stern warnings and the resi-
of the noise rever g Thel’ Unit comes Some s were also dent usually does not repeat the
from their hames and how it affect-  under the purview of MPK’s known to k reports under a veil  ac,” she said.
ed the neighbours. Corporate Communications of non-disclosure to protect thelr Aziana added that most of the

“People must understand that the

Department. identity.

cases of neighbours in disagree-
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ment were from Bandar Puteri,

Bandar Botanic, Bandar Bukit

Tinggi II, Klang Jaya, Taman

Sentosa, Kampung Raja Uda and
Tepi Sungai.

bly and at times, it is referred to the
department concerned for stiffer
action if our staff face resistance
from residents.

“But, there are cases when our
unit are used to intimidate one
party especially with one neigh-
bour making continuous com-

ints another.
b mﬁmmmm offer clear
explamﬂ.on for compliance and

to them to stop
umm%m.mﬂw*
she added.

said the complaints lodged
to the Cmnp]alms Unit were strictly
to protect resid
ﬂ'nm heing intimidated or threat-
ened by the person against whom
the wmplaint ‘was made on.
‘When asked on com)
vu'tlgi]ﬁctlmus names, Norfiza said
mmplamts Unit mﬂmuld go
astep er to require that com-
pla.lna;\ls now produce their

“For those who lodge complaints
via the telephone, MPK’s website
or email, we will verify the
details by going to the area and a
contact number will be recorded,”

she added.

Aziana said in 2019, MPK
received 12,174 complaints of vari-
ous nature.

“In 2019, lighting incidents
topped the list of complaints with
1,853 cases.

“There were 1,569 complaints on
non-functioning street lights and
faulty lights at playgrounds.

re were also complaints on
stray dogs with 1,775 cases with
1,516 complaints mentioning unli-
censed canines causing a nuisance
and tearing up garbage bags and
even chasing schoolchildren,” she

‘There were 1,405 reports on

drainage issues including broken
drains and 582 involving clogged
rding to residents whi
Accol i W
a onclnggez

de; danger
by during thunderstorms.
ints on garbage stood

at 1,209 cases with 337 cases of

rubbish dumping at quiet stretch-
es or left outside residents’ hous-
es.

MPK officers often go to the ground to meet residents on a variety of
issues. — Photo courtesy of MPK
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SHAH ALAM ON WHEELS
Shah Alam City Council's mobile

unit will be at the Plaza Shah Alam
carpark from 11am to 5pm on

Feb 29. Services offered include
collection of assessment, payment of
parking compounds and sale of
parking coupons.
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Almost 20%
increase in
number of PJ
dengue cases

SOME 1,300 dengue cases were
reported in Petaling Jaya up to the
eighth week this year - a 19%
increase compared to the same
corresponding period in 2019.

No deaths were reported in the
city, said mayor Datuk Mohd
Sayuthi Bakar during Petaling
Jaya City Council’s full board
meeting.

Commenting on the 20sen col-
lection for plastic bags, he said
there were no formal objections
by traders.

Starting Jan 1 this year, busi-
ness are required to register with
the city council if they are collect-
ing the charge for giving out plas-
tic bags.

“As of now, some 40 big scale
businesses have registered with
us. We have decided to collect the
money from the traders quarter-
ly,” said Mohd Sayuthi.

On a separate matter, the
mayor said uncollected assess-
ment in the city stood at
RM189.203mil.

“We hope the public will settle
their bills before Feb 29 to avoid
any additional payment.

“There are 273,434 property
owners in the city who need to
settle their current and pending
tax,” he said.

Sayuthi also announced that the
city had introduced P] On Wheels,
a mobile library.

It will visit schools and more
remote areas to instil a love
of reading among the young and
old.

“The first school that we have
engaged with is SK Damansara
Damai 2 which has 220 pupils,” he
said. — By SHEILA SRI PRIYA
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Proposed new city logo discussed at MPSJ meeting

THE new design of the city logo
was discussed during the Subang

flower, ylang-ylang.
The proposed logo also included

said they have yet to set a deadline
for the finalisation of the logo.

sculpture is at Dataran Millenium
$513, Subang Jaya, with a “vibrant’

Jaya Municipal Council (MPS]) full two mace, one on the left and “This is not the final design, it is theme to symbolise MPS] as a
board meeting. another on the right with the state  still up for discussion. We willalso  green and harmonious living
It was announced last year that emblem on top of the MBS] sym- refer to the state government,” he space.

MPS] will be upgraded to a city
council.

A proposed logo for the Subang
Jaya City Council (MBS]) was dis-

bol.

Some councillors expressed con-
cerns that the gradient of colours
may not be correctly represented .

said.

On a separate matter, MPS] is
organising an “Art in the City” 2020
competition with RMS5,000 up for

The competition is open to all
MPS] citizens, be it residents, stu-
dents, business owners or anyone
who works within the municipali-

played for feedback. in print or that the slanting mace ¥ ty. There is no entry fee but partici

It retains the same colours may make the logo look crooked. It is seeking designs for a sculp- pants must attach proof that they
of green, blue and red of the MPS] Corporate and Strategic ture to be placed at a strategic loca-  live or work in the municipality.
existing logo, while adding yellow Management Department deputy tion within the municipality. The competition ends on April 30.
in the form of the council’s official director Azfarizal Abdul Rashid The suggested location for the — By OH ING YEEN
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Shrine demolished after 14 years

Statues of deities removed before operation led by Klang District and Land Office

By BRENDA CH'NG The exercise was delayed by a to move out with the first ‘M— ,mw S

brenda@thestar.com.my few hours as the caretakers request meissuedmummbermfol- I8 AN | : Pd
edful‘muredmelommmihestat- lowed by another in October 2017, 5 Bt el

THE demolition of a Hindu shrine ues of Hindu deities. January 2020 and the final one on

in Klang was carried out without “The shrine were supposed tobe  Feb 17,” said Shahrizal.

incident as worshippers gave their demolished on Feb 17 with Also present were personnel

full cooperation to enforcement per- ﬂwwwfannmumwasupemw\g from the Klang Municipal Council,

sonnel. beside it but the temple caretakers  Tenaga Nasional Bhd,

Located on a small plot of land aled for more time,” said Alr Selangor Sdn Bhd, Selangor

between Sungai Aur and Jalan District and Land Office chief  Islamic Affairs Department (Jais)

Remia 2 in Bandar Botanic Klang, assistant district officer Mohd and Selangor Drainage and

the shrine which comprised two Shahrizal Mohd Salleh, who led the  Irrigation Department.

buildings was demolished 14 years on. “This operation was done

after it had received its first notice Previously, personnel from the because the land is a river

to move out. office had demalished a goats’ pen reserve while the other portion

As early as 8.30am, palice and and two cow sheds n belongs to Jais.

Federal Reserve Unit (FRU) trucks ors were given two plots of “Jais plans to build a mosque

were seen parked in the vicinity to atOlakLgmpuhTaanua here and construction works will

prevent any untoward s, Belas Kuala Langat to relocate to. start soon,” said Shahrizal.

The FRU personnel formed a bar- The state had also identified land He said action could be taken for }

Hmﬂetnmtthe;lmaaawm furﬁtesl;hr!.}!e‘srelncaﬂnnmlﬂmh enmsmathlngnngu;?‘mmntland ¥ SE i o e oo

takers and the crow thad gath-  Langat but it was rejected. er Section 425 of the National FRU personnel on standby at the site of the Hindu shrine which was

ered were safe during demalition. had given them fourwarn-  Land Code 1965. demolished in Bandar Botanic Klang.
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Orang Asli submit formal objection to forest development

By SHALIN| RAVINDRAN building to ask Meniri Besar Datuk the Pulau Kempas, Bukit Cheeding  receive a favourable Selangor government would
haliniravindran@thestar.com.my Seri Amirudin Shari to reconsider mamxﬁmmm It was reported that the state gov-  replace the 931ha that will be dega-

the planned degazettement. said the forest was their customary ~ ernment was to degazette  zetted from the Kuala Langat North
SOME 300 Orang Asli turned up in Their memorandum was land. 97% of the forest to for mixed  Forest Reserve.

Shah Alam to submit their formal received by Amirudin’s political sec- “It is our livelihood and it has development. He said the state had a list of suit-
objection to a proposal by the retary Borhan Aman Shah. been the roaming area for the On Feb 5, a notice was placedina  able areas in Kuala Selangor, Sabak
gzmnmttodegazme Tok Batin Rahman Pahat, oneof  Temuan tribe since as far back major daily by the state Forestry Bernam and Hulu Selangor to

931ha of the Kuala Langat North the group's representatives, said the 1845, he said, adding the Orang Deﬂ:ummr, stakeholders choose from.

Forest Reserve. degazettemnent would adversely Asli had worked tirelessly to replant  in the Kuala Langat district to give Amirudin said some 40% of the
The Orang Asli from 12 in  impact the Orang Asli community the trees which were burnt over the  their feedback on the proposed area proposed for degazettement
Kuala Langat arrived at the as well as the flora and fauna there.  past five years. degazettement within 30 days. had been damaged by fire and was
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah (SUK) Rahman, who is also tok batin for He added that they hoped to Amirudin had said that the no longer considered virgin forest.
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